Guide to Writing the Research Analysis Paper
The Author’s Work as a Context Assignment

This essay will analyze a short story by looking at the author’s life and context.  The essay must meet MLA formatting standards, include in-text citations and a Works Cited page.  
____________________________________________________________________________

FOLLOW THESE STEPS…

PREPARING TO WRITE THE PAPER

1. Read the biography IN OUR TEXT and the short story you chose for your chosen author. YOU MAY NOT CHANGE AT THIS POINT.
2. Using the Internet, find at LEAST 2 LEGITIMATE WEBSITES that provide more in-depth biographical information on your author.  
a. NOT Wikipedia
b. NOT a .com website unless the author or the author’s publishing company own the website
c. USE .edu websites freely
d. USE .org websites carefully.  Make sure the website doesn’t have a political agenda
e. Save all website information so you can properly cite it in your work.  
i. See TLSH page 151, #31 for how to cite an article on a website, OR page 149, #30 if you are using an entire website, and make sure you have all the info you need. It helps to bookmark the webpage. 
f. Take notes about the author’s life, particularly things that might have influenced the short story.  Make sure to attribute your notes to the correct website.
3. Using the college’s database, find at least 2 CRITIQUES (Critical essays) that discuss the short story you have read. 
a. These must be scholarly articles or chapters from scholarly books.
b. Newspapers, magazines, etc. will not be accepted. 
c. Email the information to yourself for each piece of research you find (there is an email link with the article information when you open it).
d. Make sure that you have the information through the email before closing the article.  It may go to your spam/junk filter, so check there if not in your inbox.
e. Use TLSH, page 141, #11 to cite an article in a database.
f. Read the critiques and take notes.  Make sure to attribute your notes to the correct article and page number. 
4. Complete Article Information Sheets for these 4+ articles and submit by July 16th 
5. Submit a Tentative Thesis statement by July 16th 
6. Create a Works Cited page using these 4+ resources AND the biography from our textbook (if you use any info from there) AND the short story. This will be submitted by July 18th 

DRAFTING YOUR PAPER

Minimum Requirements:
· 5-7 double-spaced pages (not including Works Cited page) 
· Must follow MLA Formatting guidelines: font, spacing, heading, header, title, in-text citations, and Works Cited page. 
· TLSH has a sample MLA formatted paper and Works Cited page on pp. 161-169. 
· See the MLA Resources at the bottom of this page for help with all of this

Format for Paper

Paragraph 1: Introduction: Here you will do as you normally would. 
· Start with a general broad statement to connect your reader to the essay by generating interest. 
· Introduce the author and the short story with a 1-2 sentence summary of the story.
· Provide a lead-in to the thesis statement and a thesis that makes a claim about the author’s life and its influence on some aspect of (or the entire) the short story. 

Paragraph 2: The pertinent biographical/contextual information about the author.  
· This should NOT just be random facts but should be occurrences/experiences in the author’s life that play a direct role in the creation of the short story.  
· For example:

Mary Shelley was trapped in a summer cabin during days of rain with her husband and several other writers. They had been writing and discussing current happenings in the field of science-discovery of a frog’s muscle twitching even after death and the movement of mold on food. Because they were trapped indoors for days, they were also reading ghost stories to pass the time. One of the writers challenged the group of writers to write a scary tale of their own.  Mary Shelley had a nightmare about a creature coming back to life likely due to the discussions of the week, and when she awoke, she began writing her scary story. Also, of note, Shelley’s mother had died during childbirth and Mary spent her youth at her mother’s graveside, sad to not have the comfort of a mother. 

This paragraph would also include some basics like where and when she was alive, the year she was at the cabin, and any other information about her life of the events occurring during her life (like the science stuff) that might have influenced her writing of Frankenstein

Body Paragraphs: 5-10 total paragraphs:
Each body paragraph should make a connection between the author and some element of the short story.  (If you are only connecting to one element, such as setting only, then each paragraph must be another way to connect the life to that element.)
· Each paragraph should have:
· A topic sentence that clearly states the connection between this element of the author’s life/circumstances to some event/style of the short story
· 5-7 supporting sentences using evidence from biographies, critiques, or the short story itself.  
· Be sure to use in-text citations for any information you use whether it is paraphrased, summarized, or quoted.
· Do not use quotes without explaining them.  Remember ‘quote sandwiches’ from your TSIS books
· A transition between paragraphs (Google “sophisticated paragraph transitions”)


Concluding Paragraph:
This paragraph should be as strong as the rest of your paper, and it should be more than 2 sentences. 
· Here are a few helpful guides Here, here, or here.

Works Cited Page:
· Should include all works used, including the short story and biography (these are two different things)
· If the short story is from our textbook, it is a work in an anthology, TLSH, p. 144, #19
· If not, then cite the appropriate source. 
· The biography in the textbook is cited as an Anthology, TLSH, p. 144, #18
· Websites are either whole websites (like Shakespeare.org) or a page on a website (Pat Mora’s page on Poetry.org). They are cited differently. TLSH, p. 149, # 30 (whole site) and p. 151, #31 (Article on a website)
· The critiques are articles in an online database, TLSH, p. 141, #11
· All entries should be alphabetized based on first word
· MLA Formatting applies
· Should be at the top of its own page
· Works Cited title is centered
· Each entry is a hanging indent. Here

MLA RESOURCES:
General MLA Formatting
Sample MLA Formatted Research Paper 
Sample MLA Works Cited Page
In-Text Citations
Works Cited Entries (once you click the links, scroll to find the appropriate information):
· Short Story from our Textbook(Work in an anthology)
· An Article or Work on a Website
· An Entire Website
· An Article/Book Accessed Through a Database
· An eBook 
· A Book (not online or an eBook)
· An Article from an Online Magazine (not found through a database)

AUTHORS:
You may only use an author from this list.
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· 
· James Baldwin 

